Diary Thursday 2 February 2006
Final Piece

This is my final day in Georgia and have just finished my last training session.  This was to the Batumi group who we planned to visit yesterday but weather conditions prevented this.  Not to be deterred they travelled to Tbilisi on the overnight train.  They must have been exhausted but nonetheless were enthusiastic and keen to learn more about time banking and  together we created a specific plan for their time bank.  The new time-broker was amongst the group and he came armed with lots of ideas not only in setting up the time bank in Batumi but to extend it into rural areas.  I am sure like the rest of the regional groups they will all be successful and their efforts will be rewarded as they see their time banks grow.  

I have spent the last 2 days in the World Vision office working with Natia and given her a crash course in the development of time banks. (Poor Natia has now gone down with flu.)  I have also been writing up pages of materials and resources for her to translate into Georgian for her and all the time banks to use.

So my trip is nearly at an end.  I fly home tomorrow and arrive in the UK later tomorrow or Saturday – still not quite sure with the time differences. Snow has once again been predicted but I hope it holds off until I leave.

 My time here has been both interesting and exhausting. We have worked continuously for 11 days and I am very ready to put my feet up for a couple of days and get back to my own home comforts.  I think we have achieved an enormous amount in such a relatively short time. I plan to stay in touch with all the groups and give any help I can via email.  I have also suggested they all join the Time Banks UK egroup so hopefully UK time banks can help them on their way and also learn from their experiences.

I am not sure that I will be visiting Georgia again but who knows, or where the next new time banks will start springing up.

Signing out – Joy Robinson
